A church of many colours
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Well, so much for the
theory that churches were
plain, perhaps slightly
gloomy places of worship.
The growing evidence of
colour in the East church
gives many points to
ponder. Most recently
revealed is red paintwork
around the gold lettering
on the front of the North
Loft. And as if this wasn't
exciting enough,
exploratory delicate
removing of the upper
layers of varnish has
revealed the beginnings of
a curve around the
lettering.

All this was discovered by
a conservator from AOC
archaeology when she was
undertaking 3 days of
initial exploratory work in
order to advise on how to
best conserve the loft front.

The two most spectacular pieces of coloured painting
already known about in the church are the amorial
panels of Sir Kenneth and Lady Mackenzie, and his
painted pew panels - re-used in the North Loft

Other evidence of
colouring in the church
can be found in the green
and golden lettering of
the old west loft front
(now hidden below a
pew) and in fragments of



