
To keep up-to-date with what’s
happening at the East Church
* Check out our website at www.eastchurchcromarty.co.uk

* Look for updates in the window of the house next to the church

* Contact the community and education officers - Caroline and David

on 01381 600243 or by emailing info@eastchurchcromarty.co.uk

CCrroommaarrttyy  EEaasstt  CChhuurrcchh  
NNeewwsslleetttteerr

IIssssuuee  66::  WWiinntteerr  22000099//1100            EEddiitteedd  bbyy  CCaarroolliinnee  VVaawwddrreeyy  

MMoollllyy  MMoorriissoonn’’ss  ssttoorryy  iiss  wweellll  kknnoowwnn
aammoonnggsstt  CCrroommaarrttyy  ffoollkk  --  ffoorr  sshhee  wwaass
oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  oonn  tthhee  sscceennee  aatt  tthhee
rreessccuuee  ooff  PPiilloott  FFllyyiinngg  OOffffiicceerr  DDuunnccaann
WWhhiitteellyy  BBaallddeenn,,  wwhhoossee  ppllaannee  hhaadd
ccrraasshheedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  sseeaa  bbeellooww  hheerr  hhoommee  aatt
NNaavviittyy  iinn  11993388..  MMoollllyy  aanndd  DDuunnccaann
mmuusstt  hhaavvee  hhaadd  aann  iinnssttaanntt  rraappppoorrtt  aass
tthheeyy  wweerree  mmaarrrriieedd  iinn  tthhee  EEaasstt  CChhuurrcchh
llaatteerr  tthhaatt  yyeeaarr..  

MMoollllyy’’ss  ddaauugghhtteerr  JJiillll  wwaass  aallssoo  mmaarrrriieedd
iinn  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  iinn  tthhee  11996600ss,,  aanndd  ssoo  iitt
wwaass  wwiitthh  pplleeaassuurree  tthhaatt  DDaavviidd  AAllssttoonn
sshhoowweedd  JJiillll  aanndd  hheerr  ddaauugghhtteerr  aarroouunndd
tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  aanndd  lleeaarrnntt  mmoorree  aabboouutt
tthheeiirr  aassssoocciiaattiioonnss  wwiitthh  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg..

AAnndd  tthhiiss  iiss  wwhheerree  tthhee  ccoolllliieess  ccoommee  iinn..
TThheerree  iiss  aa  wwooooddeenn  rraaiill  aaccrroossss  tthhee
wwiinnddooww  ttoo  tthhee  rreeaarr  ooff  tthhee  wweesstt  lloofftt;;  iitt
mmaayy  hhaavvee  hhaadd  aann    eeaarrlliieerr  ppuurrppoossee,,  bbuutt
iinn  JJiillll’’ss  mmeemmoorryy  iitt  wwaass  tthhee  ppllaaccee  wwhheerree
ffaarrmmeerrss  wwoouulldd  ttiiee  uupp  tthheeiirr  BBoorrddeerr
ccoolllliieess  dduurriinngg  cchhuurrcchh  sseerrvviicceess..  WWhheetthheerr
tthheeyy  jjooiinneedd  iinn  tthhee  ssiinnggiinngg  wwaass  nnoott
rreevveeaalleedd!!

CChhuurrcchh  ggooiinngg
CCoolllliieess

WWoorrkk  ttoo  ttaacckkllee  ddaammpp  ccoonnttiinnuueess
LLiimmee  mmoorrttaarr,,  ppllaasstteerr,,  lliimmee  wwaasshh  aanndd  gguutttteerriinngg::  aallll  ooff
tthheemm  iinnggrreeddiieennttss  ttoo  rreedduuccee  tthhee  ddaammpp  iinn  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh,,
aanndd  aallll  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  iinn  uussee  oovveerr  tthhee  llaasstt  ffeeww  mmoonntthhss..

BBeennnnyy  aanndd  GGeeoorrggee  ((ppiicc  11  --  GGeeoorrggee  iiss  hhiiddiinngg))  hhaavvee  ggiivveenn
tthhee  lloowweerr  eeddggeess  ooff  tthhee  rrooooff  rriiddggee  aa  lliimmee  mmoorrttaarr  ffiilllleett
ttoo  sseeaall  tthheemm  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  ssllaatteess..  LLiimmee  mmoorrttaarr  hhaass  aallssoo
bbeeeenn  aapppplliieedd  aalloonngg  tthhee  eeddggee  ooff  tthhee  sskkeewwss    ((aallssoo  jjuusstt
vviissbbllee  iinn  ppiicc  11))..  IInnssiiddee  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  AAnnddrreeww  ((ppiicc  22)) lliinneedd
tthhee  vveerryy  ddaammpp  vveessttrryy  aanndd  tthhee  cciillllss  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  llaarrggee
ssoouutthh  ffaacciinngg  wwiinnddoowwss  wwiitthh  NNeewwttoonn  TTaannkkiinngg  ((tthhee
bbaacckkggrroouunndd  ppiicc))  ttoo  pprrooooff  aaggaaiinnsstt  ddaammpp  aanndd  tthheenn
ppllaasstteerreedd  oovveerr  iitt..

TThhee  ffoouurr  ccooaattss  ooff  lliimmeewwaasshh  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoommpplleetteedd  ((ppiiccss
33  &&  44)),,  wwiitthh  aa  ffiinnaall  ccoouuppllee  ooff  ccooaattss  ttoo  bbee  aapppplliieedd  iinn
llaattee  ssuummmmeerr  22001100..TThhee  ccoolloouurr  cchhoosseenn  wwaass  tthhee  nnaattuurraall
SSiinngglleettoonn  BBiirrcchh,,  aallssoo  uusseedd  ttoo  hhaarrll  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg..

TThhee  nneeww  ccaasstt  iirroonn  gguutttteerriinngg  ((ppiicc  55))  iiss  llaarrggeerr  tthhaann  tthhee
oolldd,,  bbeetttteerr  aabbllee  ttoo  ccooppee  wwiitthh  hheeaavvyy  ddoowwnnffaallllss  ooff  bbootthh
rraaiinn  aanndd  lleeaavveess..
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UUpp  iinn  tthhee  bbeellllccoottee  ..  ..  ..  

SSoommee  rreeppaaiirrss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccaarrrriieedd  oouutt  ttoo
tthhee  EEaasstt  CChhuurrcchh  bbeellll  aanndd  iittss  ccoottee  iinn
oorrddeerr  ttoo  mmaakkee  ssuurree  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  iinn
pprriimmee  rriinnggiinngg  ccoonnddiittiioonn  ffoorr  mmaannyy
yyeeaarrss  ttoo  ccoommee..

A good look at the church bell
revealed that many years of ringing
had unevenly worn the bell clapper,
and so this was built up using steel,
and a new wedge was also made for
the bell to replace the old cracked
one. To complete the attention to
the bell, its carriage was blasted clean
using aluminium oxides and then
protected using some black oxide.

To give a strong supporting structure
for the bell, and to protect the more
delicate stonework of the cote,  a
steel frame was made. This was fixed
to the masonry using stainless steel
threaded bar, and then fixed into the

stonework with resin. This means that
the load for the bell is now taken
from the more heavy duty masonry
directly below the tower.

Work completed, it was then just a
matter of giving the bell mechanism a
good greasing and it was ready for
Hogmanay action (see below). Andy
was so pleased with the result that he
even adopted the tower as an office ...
the lengths
you have to
go to for
mobile phone
reception in
Cromarty!

WWhhaatt’’ss  bbeeeenn  hhaappppeenniinngg??

Neil Urquhart (pictured right) celebrated his
tenth year of ringing in the New Year in
Cromarty this Hogmanay. Neil travels up
from the south of England to join his
aunt, Helma Reynolds in continuing a
tradition initiated by her late husband
Alleyne as part of the  Millennium
celebrations. 

Up until 2008 Helma and Neil were
joined by Willie Hogg (all pictured right in a
photo by Calum Davidson) and now together
make sure that the bell continues to ring,
even in the testing conditions of a church covered in scaffolding, with
only an outside bell rope to haul as the snow falls around them. 

Given the strong historic Urquhart connection, it seems highly
appropriate that two Urquhart clan members should be involved in this
way. And as an aside on that theme, on 15 April Helma will be giving a
talk to the Cromarty History Society on Sir Thomas Urquhart.

This Hogmanay three of Cromarty’s five bells - the East Church, the
Courthouse and the West Church - rang out. The other two bells are in
the Primary School and in the Gaelic chapel, where the bell may not have
tolled since a tragic accident in 1893 when the church officer, William
Taylor, fell to his death through the rotten floor of the tower, which he
had ascended in order to attach a rope to the bell.

MMeeeett    tthhee  NNeeww  YYeeaarr  bbeellll  rriinnggeerrss

IInn  mmiidd--MMaarrcchh  sseevveerraall  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff
tthhee  EEaasstt  CChhuurrcchh  kkiirrkkyyaarrdd  ggrroouupp  wwiillll
bbee  pprreesseennttiinngg  tthhee  ffiinnddiinnggss  ooff  tthheeiirr
ssttuuddiieess  ttoo  tthhee  CCrroommaarrttyy  HHiissttoorryy
SSoocciieettyy..

DDaavviidd  AAllssttoonn’’ss  kkiirrkkyyaarrdd  ttoouurrss  llaasstt
ssuummmmeerr  pprroovveedd  aa  hhiitt  wwiitthh  CCrroommaarrttyy
rreessiiddeennttss  aanndd  vviissiittoorrss  aalliikkee,,  aanndd  tthhiiss
ttaallkk  pprroommiisseess  ttoo  bbee  jjuusstt  aass  ffaasscciinnaattiinngg..

SSoo  iiff  yyoouu’’rree  iinn  CCrroommaarrttyy  oonn  1188
MMaarrcchh,,  ccoommee  aalloonngg  ttoo  tthhee  HHiissttoorryy
SSoocciieettyy  aatt  1199..3300  iinn  tthhee  WWeesstt  CChhuurrcchh
HHaallll..  

KKiirrkkyyaarrdd  aatt  tthhee
HHiissttoorryy  SSoocciieettyy
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